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PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - August, 2009

HealthMatters of Central Oregon receives $78,500 grant from Regence Foundation
Grant to fund Medical Home project for local children,

expected to improve care and cut costs

PORTLAND, Ore. — The Regence Foundation announced today it awarded a $78,500 grant to
HealthMatters of Central Oregon in Bend to fund its Care Coordination Pathways initiative. The
initiative will establish a Medical Home pilot program for area children, especially those with special

health needs.

edical Home is an approach to care that creates a partnership between families an eir child’s
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primary care provider to better meet patients’ medical and non-medical needs. According to the
merican Academy of Fami sicians, Medical Homes can improve bo uality and cost-
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effectiveness of care.

“The Regence Foundation seeks out nonprofits with collaborative and innovative programs that have the
potential to change the health care system,” said Michael Alexander, Regence Foundation board chair.
“The work HealthMatters is doing to provide better care for more people definitely has that potential
and is exactly what our communities need.”

According to HealthMatters, rural Oregonians are less likely to receive the full benefits of a
comprehensive range of health and human services. They are also four times less likely to have a regular
source of medical care, and Central Oregon has one of the highest rates of uninsured residents in the
state.

HealthMatters is a community collaborative, and its mission is to develop and implement innovative
strategies that improve health through the active participation of the Central Oregon community.

'This grant was paid through The Regence Fund at The Oregon Community Foundation. For more
information about The Regence Foundation, please visit www.regencefoundation.org.

About The Regence Foundation
'The Regence Foundation is the corporate foundation of The Regence Group, the largest health insurer
in the Northwest/Intermountain region and a not-for-profit independent licensee of the Blue Cross



and Blue Shield Association. A 501(c)3 grantmaking organization, the Foundation partners with
organizations driving significant change in health care delivery and accessibility in Idaho, Oregon, Utah

and Washington.
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